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Landscape

Cultural landscapes, Territorial Surveying, Landscape Projects,
Environmental Monitoring, Physical Parameters, Government
of the Territory, Sustainable Development, Social Sustainability,
Economic Sustainability.
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Peer review

Conference report

Scholars has been invited to submit researches on theoretical and
methodological aspects related to Architecture, Industrial Design and
Landscape, and show real applications and experiences carried out
on this themes.

Based on blind peer review, abstracts has been accepted,
conditionally accepted, or rejected.

Authors of accepted and conditionally accepted papers has been
invited to submit full papers. These has been again peer-reviewed and
selected for the oral session and publication, or only for the
publication in the conference proceedings.

238 abstracts received from:

Australia,

Brazil,

China, Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus,
Denmark,

Egypt,

France,

Greece,

Indonesia, ltaly,

Japan,

Madagascar, Malta, México,
Portugal,

Russia,

Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey,

United Kingdom, U.S.A,
Yemen.

About 400 authors involved.

196 papers published.

10



Preface

The XIll International Forum Le Vie dei Mercanti has the aim of
promoting a debate on local and international experiences relating to
the themes of the conservation and management of cultural,
architectural, archaeological, landscape and environmental heritages.
This debate is particularly relevant in Italy, with it not only being
responsible to the world for housing the largest number of UNESCO
sites but also having a natural and landscape heritage of great variety
and beauty in a region characterised by an intrinsic geological fragility.
The management of this vast heritage requires both a serious
planning of the interventions as well as adequate funding. The same
goes for the protection of the landscape, which in the past was
systematically devastated within a myopic perspective that did not
take into account the enormous amount of damage caused by wild
speculation and hydrogeological instability.

Furthermore natural disasters, such as earthquakes, have led to the
transformation and loss of environments which reflect local identity no
less than the cultural heritage, in addition to economic damage and in
terms of human lives.

In order to conserve and manage the heritage, it is necessary to adopt
an integrated and resilient approach in which different skills contribute
to the development of improvement and restoration projects, carried
out through knowledge, sharing of decisions and proactive sharing,
taking into account the social and environmental sustainability of
interventions that should characterise the design method in all its
aspects.

The key issue is the exchange of ideas so as to give life to a
technological humanism, understood as the union between the
cultural vitality that has characterized humanism and the
Renaissance, producing excellent results in all fields of knowledge,
and the possibilities currently offered by technological innovation to
create platforms in order to support this knowledge. Thus, Pompeii,
the most famous archaeological site in the world, is taken as the prime
example of the need to adopt a virtuous cycle of conservation and
management, supported by the dialogue between the different skills
that interact by sharing the same technological platform.

The international debate can be an opportunity to share prime
examples of the conservation, management and development of the
archaeological, architectural, landscape and environmental heritage
through the integration of ideas and experiences of specialists working
in different disciplines as well as geographical and cultural contexts.
The conference is open to multidisciplinary experiences on one or
more of the proposed themes. Scholars are invited to present
research on either the theoretical and methodological aspects or
concrete applications carried out on these issues.

Carmine Gambardella
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