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Peer review

Scholars has been invited to submit researches on theoretical and meth-
odological aspects related to the impact of natural ecological disasters and
armed conflicts on Cultural Heritage, and show real applications and expe-
riences carried out on this themes. Based on blind peer review, abstracts
has been accepted,conditionally accepted, or rejected. Authors of accepted
and conditionally accepted papers has been invited to submit full papers.
These has been again peer-reviewed and selected for the oral session and
publication, or only for the publication in the conference proceedings.

Conference report

300 abstracts and 400 authors from 20 countries:

Albania, Algeria, Austraia, Belgio, Canada, China, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, India, Iran, ltaly, Japan, Morocco, Mexico, Portugal,
Romani, Republic of Guinea, Serbia, South Africa, Spain, Turkey, Uganda,
United Kingdom, United State of America.
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From the XXIIl FORUM WORLD HERITAGE and FOOD TO FEED
to the XXIV FORUM:

WORLD HERITAGE and AFRICA: LESS IS MORE

WORLD HERITAGE and FUTURE AS AN ETERNAL PRESENT

The XXIV International Forum “Le Vie dei Mercanti” continues the path of previous edi-
tions by presenting World Heritage as a living organism able to connect memory, identity,
and future. After the reflections on “World Heritage and Food to Feed,” the 2026 edition
broadens its focus to Africa and to the idea of the future as a dynamic continuity of the
present.

The theme World Heritage and Africa: Less is More recognizes Africa as the cradle of
humanity and a laboratory of sustainability. Its cultural landscapes and vernacular archi-
tectures demonstrate how the integration of environment, traditional techniques, and com-
munity life can generate resilient, low-impact solutions. “Less is More” becomes an ethical
and design paradigm: enhancement of local resources, natural materials, essential con-
struction processes, circular economy, and community participation. Heritage protection is
thus understood as an active process of social and economic regeneration, based on light
settlement models attentive to biodiversity and the memory of places.

The theme World Heritage and Future as an Eternal Present interprets heritage as a
dynamic system, not only a legacy of the past but a living structure shaping the future.
Architecture and planning act as mediators between memory and innovation, integrating
digital technologies, advanced education, and knowledge dissemination. Sustainability
embraces public health, quality of life, and environmental responsibility within an inclusive
global vision.

The logo of the XXIV International Forum synthesizes these values: Africa as a universal
reference, the golden ratio as harmony between nature and culture, and the cell as a sym-
bol of life and continuity. Heritage thus emerges as a balance between history and design,
tradition and innovation.

Prof. Carmine Gambardella

General Chair XXIV Forum ‘World Heritage and Africa: Less is More’
and ‘World Heritage and Future as an Eternal Present’

President and CEO of the Benecon University Consortium
UNESCO Chair on Landscape, Cultural Heritage

and Territorial Governance
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Dal XXIlIl FORUM WORLD HERITAGE and FOOD TO FEED

al XXIV FORUM:

WORLD HERITAGE and AFRICA: LESS IS MORE

WORLD HERITAGE and FUTURE AS AN ETERNAL PRESENT

Il XXIV Forum Internazionale “Le Vie dei Mercanti” prosegue il percorso delle edizioni
precedenti ponendo il patrimonio mondiale come organismo vivente, capace di connettere
memoria, identita e futuro. Dopo la riflessione su “World Heritage and Food to Feed”, I'edi-
zione 2026 amplia lo sguardo al ruolo dell’Africa e al futuro inteso come continuita dinamica
del presente.

Il tema World Heritage and Africa: Less is More riconosce I'’Africa come culla dell’u-
manita e laboratorio di sostenibilita. | suoi paesaggi culturali e le architetture vernacolari
mostrano come l'integrazione tra ambiente, tecniche tradizionali e vita comunitaria generi
soluzioni resilienti e a basso impatto. “Less is More” diventa paradigma etico e progettuale:
valorizzazione delle risorse locali, uso di materiali naturali, processi costruttivi essenziali,
economia circolare e partecipazione delle comunita. La tutela del patrimonio si configura
cosi come processo attivo di rigenerazione sociale ed economica, fondato su modelli inse-
diativi leggeri, attenti alla biodiversita e alla memoria dei luoghi.

Il tema World Heritage and Future as an Eternal Present interpreta il patrimonio come
sistema dinamico, non solo eredita del passato ma struttura viva che orienta il futuro. Ar-
chitettura e pianificazione diventano strumenti di mediazione tra memoria e innovazione,
integrando tecnologie digitali, formazione avanzata e diffusione della conoscenza. La so-
stenibilita comprende salute pubblica, qualita della vita e responsabilita ambientale, in una
visione inclusiva e globale.

Il logo del XXIV Forum Internazionale sintetizza tali valori: I'Africa come riferimento uni-
versale, la sezione aurea quale principio di armonia tra natura e cultura, la cellula come
simbolo di vita e continuita. Il patrimonio emerge cosi come equilibrio tra storia e progetto,
tradizione e innovazione.

Prof. Carmine Gambardella

General Chair XXIV Forum ‘World Heritage and Africa: Less is More’
and ‘World Heritage and Future as an Eternal Present’

President and CEO of the Benecon University Consortium
UNESCO Chair on Landscape, Cultural Heritage

and Territorial Governance
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ID 001

Jacopo MANNELLO

DiAP, Faculty of Architecture,
Sapienza University of Rome,
Rome, Italy

Identity, resources and spirituality as matrices
shaping the meaning and form of care spaces across
African contexts

In African countries, architectures of care do not yet
derive, fortunately, from external hospital models; rather,
they gradually emerge from an wise convergence of local
identities, available resources, and the diverse spiritual
frameworks embedded in these places. This contribution
investigates how cultural identities, limited availability
of raw materials and technology, together with multiple
spiritual dimensions, constitute the fundamental matrices
through which architectures of care in African contexts
take form and acquire meaning. It examines a new
hospital typology that, although arising from challenging
conditions, nonetheless assumes the responsibility
of becoming a community infrastructure capable of
generating belonging, protection, and recognisability.
The research aims to demonstrate how the relationship
between traditional local dwelling practices, vernacular
constructionsystems, religiousvalues, spatialorganisation,
and the human-nature relationship contributes to
defining a new model of healthcare hospitality-ethically
grounded and territorially rooted. Through selected case
studies, ethnographic sources, and a critical reading
of contemporary architectural production, the article
highlights a “less is more” approach: showing how limited
means do not lead to forms of deprivation but instead
activate virtuous processes of adaptation, mutualism, and
spatial invention.

The African hospital thus emerges as a socio-architectural
type capable of reconfiguring the relationship between
care, environment, and community, offering a valuable
design and anthropological lesson on the deeper meaning
of inhabiting the land of the Global South.
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University of Donja Gorica,
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Europe and Africa Interconnecting Heritage: Le Vie
dei Mercanti di Ragusa (Dubrovnik), the Temple
of St. Mina near Alexandria (Egypt), and Saxon-
Serbian Medieval Mining Tradition

The cult of St. Mina, renowned as a miracle-worker, was
first embodied at Abu Mena near Alexandria, an important
early Christian pilgrimage center in Africa, dating from the
4th-6th centuries.

Venerated for protection, healing, and safe labor, St.
Mina’s cult was later adopted by Saxon miners who settled
in the Serbian kingdom from the late reign of Stefan Uro$
| (1234-1276) into King Milutin’s period (1282-1321) to
revive mining techniques. Their presence left substantial
archaeological traces, while mining terminology in Serbia
still preserves numerous elements derived from Old
Saxon / Old Low German. In assimilating to their new
environment, the Saxons adopted the Serbian tradition
of slava — inscribed on UNESCO’s Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity since 2014 —
celebrated by them specifically on St. Mina’s day, which
continues to testify to their historical presence.

The revival of mining stimulated regional trade and
contributed to the rise of Dubrovnik (Ragusa) as a major
Adriatic mercantile center, until disrupted by the Ottoman
conquest, which included Novo Brdo, the richest mining
city of the time, in 1455, and Egypt in 1517.

In recent decades, modern highways have replaced old
merchant routes, which are now evolving into cultural
corridors, offering contemporary potential to reconnect
the Balkan countries that emerged in the 1990s. This
paper positions the cult of St. Mina and its associated
heritage as a transregional connector and a remarkable
example of enduring cultural continuity.
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Alice LAMWAKA

Gulu University,
Gulu City, Uganda

OPENJURU,
ABER,
AKENA,
ODORA,
BUDD,
RAJESH,
OPOBO,

Gulu University,
University of Victoria Canada,
PRIA India,

Gulu City, Uganda,
Victoria, Canada,
Dheli, India

Re-imagining African Heritage: Sustainable Inno-
vations for a Vibrant Future using Acholi LUO
Community of Northern Uganda as a Case Study

“Re-imagining African Heritage: Sustainable Innovations
for a Vibrant Future” explores how Africa’s rich cultural and
natural heritage can drive economic growth, environmental
conservation, and social cohesion. Focusing on the
Acholi LUO community of Northern Uganda, this study
highlights cutting-edge initiatives marrying tradition
and contemporaneity, such as vernacular architectures
reducing carbon footprint by 70% and community-led
conservation boosting local economies by 40%. Africa’s
heritage is a living resource that can catalyze circular
economies, lightweight urban models, and inclusive
governance. We propose a new paradigm prioritizing
local resources, community engagement, and innovative
technologies. By embracing “Less is More,” Africa can
chart a sustainable path to development, where heritage
and future coalesce. Key recommendations include
integrating traditional knowledge with modern innovations,
prioritizing community-led initiatives, and investing
in digital heritage platforms. The future implications
are profound: a cultural renaissance, sustainable
development, and global cooperation. Heritage can
promote cross-cultural understanding, reduce poverty
and inequality, and foster inclusive governance. Context
matters, community engagement is key, and innovation
and tradition coexist. Heritage is a living resource, and
sustainability is a collective responsibility. Collaborative
efforts can drive sustainable development and preserve
heritage.
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ID 004 Cork as a Bio-Cultural Heritage Between Innovation
and Material Memory

Francesca MUZZILLO Cork represents a distinctive bio-cultural heritage rooted
in Mediterranean landscapes and supported by traditional
Department DADI,  forest management practices that ensure historical
University of Campania  continuity, resource regeneration, and ecological
“Luigi Vanvitelli”,  protection. As a natural, renewable and recyclable
Naples, Italy  material, it combines aesthetic qualities with high
performance — thermal and acoustic insulation, durability,
Fosca TORTORELLI  safety — making it a strategic component of contemporary

bioarchitecture and circular economy models.
Department DADI,  Within this framework, the case study of Amorim Cork
University of Campania  highlights the potential of cork as a platform for innovation:
“Luigi Vanvitelli”,  advanced industrial processes, full recycling systems,
Naples, Italy  experimentation in design and architecture, and CO2-
negative solutions demonstrate how a millennial material
can foster new cultural landscapes and sustainable
production models. The article proposes to interpret cork
as a “heritage in evolution,” where material memory and
innovation coexist in a present that is inherently future-

oriented.
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Antonello PAGLIUCA

University of Basilicata,
Matera, Italy

Chiara RIZZI

University of Basilicata,
Matera, Italy

Donato GALLO

Matera, Italy

Liliana ADORANTE

Altamura, Italy

Inhabiting the Land Between Tradition and Innovation:
Architectural Design of a School in Casamance,
Senegal

The Africa represents a privileged laboratory for the
experimentation of architectural models grounded in the
integration of environment, culture, and construction.
Within this context, the “Less is More” paradigm assumes
both ethical and operational significance, emerging
as a sustainability strategy capable of enhancing local
resources, vernacular knowledge, and community-
based processes with low environmental impact. African
vernacular architectures, based on the use of local
materials such as raw earth, respond to the continent’s
diverse microclimates through adaptive and resilient
construction systems, able to ensure indoor comfort
in a natural manner. This contribution forms part of a
broader research project initiated with the international
Kaira Looro 2023 competition, promoted by Balouo Salo,
for the design of a primary school in the rural areas of
Casamance, Senegal, and subsequently developed as
a graduation thesis focused on the relationship between
architecture, community, and sustainability. Through
territorial, climatic, and socio-cultural analysis, the
study investigates African vernacular architecture as a
model of circular economy, environmental resilience,
and identity-based construction, with particular attention
to the Mandinka, Peul, and Dyola ethnic groups and
their traditional building techniques. The work situates
itself within the debate opened by the 18th International
Architecture Exhibition — “The Laboratory of the Future.
Africa”.
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Rupestrian Churches. Sacred spaces caved in stone
between landscape, culture and the sacred

Inside the Gravina of Matera, where natural and cultural
dimensions converge in a dialogue that transcends
time, two remarkable sites of the Park of the Rupestrian
Churches of Matera stand out: the Church of Madonna
delle Vergini and the Church of Madonna dei Derelitti.
These sacred spaces, hewn directly from the rock and
deeply embedded in historical stratification, bear witness
to long-term processes of transformation, ranging from
eremitic practices to organized communal worship.
Over the centuries, they have interwoven agro-pastoral
traditions with a persistent and deeply rooted religious
devotion.

The rupestrian interiors, marked by symbolic elements
and residual traces of ritual practices now lost, continue to
retain their vitality through ongoing liturgical celebrations
and an uninterrupted devotional use. In these contexts,
the relationship between material substance and spiritual
experience becomes perceptible, fostering not only
collective memory but also renewed approaches to the
conservation and enhancement of an exceptional cultural
heritage. The tangible and intangible values embodied in
these sites continue to engage scholars and visitors alike,
acting as a dynamic link between past and present.
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The Solution is Not to Eliminate Speed,
but to Compose a Symphony of Rhythms.
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“It's the silence batwean
the notes that makes the
music. The pause makes
the movemeant that
folkows more effective.”

ID 007 Speed, Urban Loneliness, and Living Heritage:
The Km Vert as a “Less Is More” Socio-Spatial
Device in African Cities

Andrea MARCUCCETTI Africa is one of the world’s richest regions in terms

of tangible and intangible heritage, rooted in a deep
UIR Rabat, integration of environment, culture, construction
Sorbonne Université,  practices, and community life. Historically, many African
Massa, Italy  urban systems have been structured around proximity,
slowness, and shared time, supported by limited material
resources but resilient social relations. Contemporary
models of accelerated urbanization, often driven by
imported regimes of speed and large-scale infrastructure,
risk disrupting these balances, producing urban loneliness,
social fragmentation, and the erosion of living heritage.
This paper interprets the “Less Is More” paradigm as
an operational principle for urban, social, and cultural
sustainability. It argues that urban loneliness is not only
a social or psychological condition, but also a spatial and
temporal outcome linked to the governance of speed,
distance, and public space. Within this framework, the
Green Kilometer (Km Vert) is proposed as a light, adaptive
socio-spatial device capable of regenerating living heritage
through deceleration strategies, minimal infrastructure,
and the valorization of vernacular knowledge.
Through a comparative reading of selected African cities,
the study positions Africa as a strategic laboratory for
“light” urbanization models, where reduced speed and
limited infrastructure can foster social cohesion, urban
well-being, and continuity between heritage and future.
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ID 008 Porcelain as a travelling heritage: From a legacy of

Tiantian FAN

Wuhan Donghu University,
Wuhan, China

Maria MARTONE

Sapienza University of Rome,
Rome, Italy

the past to a replicable workflow for planning and
design

A heritage “on the travel” between China and Europe,
porcelain is an emblematic example of cultural
contamination, technological exchange and shared
imagery.

Based on a comparison between different forms of
Eastern and Western porcelain art, this contribution
proposes a replicable workflow for transforming the
heritage of porcelain (Chinese and European, with a focus
on Capodimonte) into an operational resource for design,
research and teaching, in line with the idea of “the future
as eternal present”. The workflow will integrate controlled
photographic acquisition and color normalization of
several examples of porcelain from different countries,
followed by a selection of emblematic samples and the
creation of synoptic tables for decorative themes and
color components. The results will be translated into
motion graphic micro-narratives (30-60 s) with QR codes
for digital scientific dissemination, into replicable teaching
modules (brief, rubric, student output) and into guidelines
for design applications, including color palettes and color
blocking modules.

The aim of this contribution is to reactivate the cultural
heritage of porcelain in contemporary research and
design scenarios (interior design, urban details, fashion
design) projected into the future through indicators of
reproducibility and clear communication, according to a
light digital strategy.
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Mohamed Tahar ES-SIDDIKI

Faculty of

Letters and Human Sciences,
Mohammed V University of Rabat
Fes, Morocco

Sana SAKALE

Department of English Studies
at the Faculty of

Languages, Letters and Arts,
Ibn Tofail University,

Kénitra, Morocco

Heritage at Risk: Decline and Resilience of Indige-
nous Crafts in the Old Medina of Fez, Morocco

The old medina of Fez, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, has long been characterized by its indigenous
handicrafts, including brocade, sfifa and zellij. These
artworks embody ages of expertise, memory and identity.
However, these crafts are progressively vanishing. The
study aims to examine the phenomenon of endangered
crafts in this medieval space, exploring how craftspeople
negotiate continuity and resilience within a challenging
context in Morocco. Based on a qualitative approach,
the study employs semi-structured interviews with 20
artisans representing diverse age groups and specialities.
Field observations were also conducted to complement
the interview data, providing in-depth insights into this
phenomenon. The study’s preliminary findings revealed
that the artisans do more than generate material artifacts;
they sustain intergenerational heritage, connecting
various communities and ethnicities to space and history.
The study also showed tensions between the artisans’
needs and the official preservation discourse. Additionally,
it indicated that the artisans’ attachment to the crafts has
inspired their resilience and creativity. By foregrounding
the voices of the craftspeople, this research contributes
to broader discussions on tangible and intangible heritage
and the significance of safeguarding community-rooted
cultures as crucial to the future of World Heritage in Africa.
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Magna Grecia Express and lonian Cultural Heritage.
A Travel and Tourism supply in history and the
future.

The lonian strip of Italy, from southern Sicily to southern
Apulia, is characterized not only by shared geographical
features but also by the widespread presence of
archaeological sites of historical importance. Many cities
were founded along the lonian coast over 2,000 years ago
by Greek colonists, and have brought about a progress of
civilization and left behind high value Cultural Heritage.
It is no coincidence that this territory is referred to as
Greater Greece, signifying a civilization inherited from
ancient Greek culture, but even more advanced. Along
the lonian coast of Sicily, Calabria, Basilicata, and Puglia,
very rich and powerful cities-states, arose and grew, such
as Syracusae, Katane, Tauromenion, Zankle, Rhegion,
Lokroi Epizephyrioi, Kaulon, Skylletion, Kroton, Krimisa,
Thurii, Sybaris, Herakleia, Metapontion, Taras, and
Kallipolis. They played even an important role during the
periods of Roman and Byzantine domination. The paper
proposes an original tourist service project through these
sites, traveling on a comfortable train, the “Magna Grecia
Express”, equipped with private suites, refreshment
and social spaces, like a cruise ship, but on the oldest
railway in Southern lItaly. The combination of Cultural
Heritage and tourist services offered through a pleasant
traveling hotel is evident and appears highly attractive.
Furthermore, it also represents a tool for enhancing and
developing a vast territory still considered lagging behind
European standards.
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Eternal Present: the Centifoliae Rose Garden at Villa
Borzino, Busalla (Genova, ltaly)

The Centifoliae Rose Garden project in the historic park
of Villa Borzino in Busalla develops a reflection on the
theme World Heritage and the Future as an Eternal
Present, interpreting the cultural landscape as a dynamic
system based on continuity between past, present, and
future. In this perspective, heritage is not understood as
a static legacy to be preserved, but as a living structure
capable of generating new meanings through practices of
care and transformation over time.

The reintroduction of Rosa muscosa centifolia, historically
connected to the Scrivia Valley and to local productive
traditions, contributes to the reconstruction of a cultural
environment in which historical, botanical, and social
elements are intertwined. The intervention, funded by the
Municipality of Busalla and currently under construction,
is conceived as a reversible action respectful of the
original layout of the public park, recovering lost
vegetative components and reinterpreting them through
a contemporary design language.

The rose garden thus becomes a symbolic and operational
place, where the “future as an eternal present” takes
shape as a continuous process of use, management,
and shared design, fostering sustainable cultural and
landscape scenarios.
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Beyond typology: processual analysis and tectonic
resilience within the landscape and architecture of
the Antholz Valley (ltaly)

This paper investigates analytical cognition as the
methodological cornerstone for interventions within the
landscape and vernacular architecture of the Antholz Valley
(Italy). The study area exhibits a distinct morphological
openness, currently facing significant anthropogenic
pressures from elite tourism and infrastructure for the
2026 Winter Olympic Games.

In an epoch defined by globalising forces that mandate
architectural homogenisation, this research posits a return
to the rigorous exegesis of typological and structural
characteristics. This is conceptualised not merely as
historiography, but as an act of critical consciousness and
a prerequisite for informed innovation. Such an approach
serves as a vital mechanism for territorial governance,
safeguarding ecological integrity whilst facilitating
economic sustainability.

The framework aligns with the paradigms of processual
building typology, interpreting the landscape and
architectural artefact as dynamic organisms. Ultilising
‘reading by elision’ and a diachronic examination of
tectonic evidence, the work reconstructs the evolutionary
trajectory from primordial archetype to consolidated
residential organism. This progression elucidates a
historical strategy of resource optimisation (territorial,
material, and thermal) which remains an indispensable
paradigm for rooted, sustainable design today.
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Veernacular as an ethical design method

There exists a form of silent intelligence that resides not
in abundance, but in the rigor of the essential; a beauty
that manifests only when architecture agrees to adhere,
unreservedly, to the living body of necessity. It is within
this subtraction that the roots of a possible dialogue
between distant latitudes can be found. Leafing today
through the catalog of the exhibition Architettura Rurale
Italiana, curated by Giuseppe Pagano and Guarniero
Daniel in 1936, one perceives the effort to trace within a
stone house or a granary a naked truth—a spontaneous
rationality capable of resisting, then as now, the deafness
of monumental rhetoric. This same constructive honesty
seems to vibrate within the geographies of Hassan Fathy,
where the vernacular ceases to be a mere image and
becomes a method of redemption. Where Pagano sought
the internal logic of the rural artifact, Fathy traced the
breath of a community, transforming soil and earth into an
ethics of emancipation. The African context presents itself
today as the necessary landing point for these trajectories:
a laboratory of stratifications where Pagano’s logical
functionality and Fathy’s material activism merge into an
act of landscape care. In this territory, the act of building
is no longer a mere technical exercise, but a political
and poetic response to fragility. Safeguarding African
spontaneity means recognizing heritage not as a relic of
the past, but as a vital process of resistance. It is a lesson
that teaches us how to translate a scarcity of means into a
density of meaning, pointing toward a path where design
returns to being, radically, a commitment to the world.
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Forms, transformations, and identity of traditional
architecture in Burkina Faso: state of the art and
effects of the introduction of industrial materials and
technologies

This paper presents the results of a research project
carried out at the Department of Architecture of the
University of Palermo, aimed at analyzing the state of
the art of traditional architecture in the countries of North-
Western Africa and the effects produced by the process
of habitat modernization through the introduction of
new construction materials and advanced technologies
imported from industrialized countries.

The case study examined is Burkina Faso, a Sub-Saharan
African country characterized by severe economic poverty
and a marked technological dependence, conditions that
make it particularly exposed to the influence of external
construction models.

The research is based on the outcomes of a study trip
during which surveys and site visits were conducted in
both urban and rural contexts, to assess whether and
to what extent industrialized technologies have affected
local building traditions.

The results show that, although large cities represent
the main centers for the import and dissemination of
technological innovation, new materials and construction
systems are often reinterpreted to develop appropriate
technologies and passive solutions aimed at improving
thermal and hygrothermal comfort. At the same time,
even in more isolated rural contexts, a growing diffusion
of non-traditional materials, such as metals and plastics,
can be observed, progressively replacing traditional ones
in specific uses.
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Fundamental vernacular archetypes for minimal
urbanization

Considering heritage as an “eternal present” means
observing Africa not as a historical relic, but as a dynamic
laboratory. Referencing vernacular architecture is not
linked to the intention of continuing or re-establishing
traditions, but rather to relying on existing knowledge
to guide it in a direction that primarily makes future
development possible. The analysis of local construction
techniques in Raw Earth is the emblematic example: the
use of a sustainable and widespread material perfectly
embodies an approach that is by no means maximalist,
but rather responsive to a synthesis between the rigor of
Miesian minimalism and pragmatic Vitruvian utilitas. This
vision becomes crucial to address the housing challenges
of rapidly expanding African metropolises, where the
need for housing must overcome the precariousness
of spontaneous settlements through conscious formal
planning. The answer to this emergency lies not in the
uncritical importation of foreign models, but in the re-
reading of original living forms. To recover a community
dimension, the strategy would lie in the reproposition
of the spatial logic of plateiai and stenopoi, where the
intersections of an ideal orthogonal grid would configure
themselves as the foundational archetype necessary to
guarantee order and visual hierarchy. The recovery of such
distributive clarity and the use of appropriate technologies
would allow transforming the scarcity of resources into a
design opportunity, outlining an urbanization model that
responds to demographic needs without betraying the
environmental and cultural balance of the places.
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Adaptive Utilization Strategies for Important Cultural
Landscapes to Sustain Local Livelihoods: A Case
Study of the Sugaura Settlement, Shiga, Japan

This study focused on the Important Cultural Landscapes,
Sugaura settlement in Shiga Prefecture, Japan. The
settlement has the smallest population and the most rapid
aging among the seven Important Cultural Landscapes in
Shiga Prefecture.

The issues, such as a super-aged society and industrial
hollowing-out, have become severe. Consequently,
problems such as reduced domestic demand for primary
and secondary industries and a shortage of successors
have arisen, leading to industrial stagnation nationwide.
Since Important Cultural Landscapes are based on
people’s livelihoods, livelihood sustainability is a key
challenge.

Within the Sugaura settlement, stone walls can be
seen, built to protect houses and other structures from
strong winds and waves. The mountains of Kurogozaki
rise behind the settlement, creating a geographically
isolated location sandwiched between Lake Biwa and the
mountains. Consequently, it is nicknamed the “Hidden
Village” and has a history of intense land disputes and
of flexible adaptation to make the most of its limited land.
This study will conduct case studies of adaptive
utilization strategies in Japan, implemented in areas with
similar selection criteria, focusing on Important Cultural
Landscape sites where utilization challenges are currently
perceived. The research objective is to gain insights into
strategies for maintaining the sustainability of livelihoods
or occupations through a comparative analysis of these
areas.
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Regeneration pathways and experimental models
of sustainable tourism use for the Douar of Morocco

The research carried out in the Douar of Kasbat Sidi
Abdellah Ben Mbarek, in Morocco, aims to define
regeneration strategies capable of meeting social needs
while ensuring the environmental, cultural, and economic
sustainability of the transformations to be implemented.
The methodology is based on a systemic and multi-scalar
analysis of the material and immaterial resources of the
Douar’s complex and highly vulnerable systems.

The involvement of local residents is crucial for identifying
their needs and facilitating shared decision-making
regarding intervention strategies. The results highlight
that, according to the Douar population, an increase in
tourism could lead to large-scale development process.
Following a thorough review of the site analysis outcomes,
the research identified in southern Morocco a circuit
encompassing an area not yet affected by mass tourism
flows. Furthermore, alternative scenarios for local tourism
use were developed, designed to remain sustainable over
time without compromising local resources or hindering
the development of existing social and economic activities.
The application of multi-criteria evaluation methodologies
enabled the selection, from a range of alternatives, of an
adaptive reuse scenario for a former village building, with
the aim of supporting tourism-related activities. This will
also result in the development of maisons d’hétes (private
accommodation for a limited number of tourists) within the
proposed tourism circuit.
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Multiscale Knowledge for a Conservation-Oriented
Approach. The Abandoned Landscape of the Former
Psychiatric Hospital in Rovigo

The Former Psychiatric Hospital in Rovigo is a significant
example of early-twentieth-century healthcare architecture
developed according to the “small village” model, in
which pavilions were organised within a planned system
of therapeutic gardens and agricultural areas. Prolonged
abandonment has led to a progressive loss of legibility of
the original architectural and landscape structure, which
is still readable through abandonment-driven ecological
processes.

The research adopts a multiscale knowledge-based
approach integrating archival investigation and in situ
surveys, with Pavilion 5 as a pilot case. The evaluation
of the state of conservation is structured through
analytical matrices of criticalities, developed through the
decomposition of units into construction elements, with
particular attention to drainage systems, terraces, and
roofing layers, to understand cause-effect relationships
in degradation processes and to orient conservation
strategies. Detailed architectural analysis of the pavilion
provides the basis for transferring evaluations to the scale
of the entire complex.

Multispectral photogrammetry enables the
characterisation of the vegetation and the identification
of degraded or collapsed roofs. The integration of
architectural and landscape data defines a conservation-
oriented approach in which the site is interpreted as
an evolving system within a continuous present that
mediates between historical configurations and possible
future transformations.
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Productive buildings of the past as a driving force
for the redevelopment of historic urban centers. The
Platamone Castle oil mill in Rosolini, Sicily

For some years, UNESCO has been exploring the concept
of Historic Urban Landscape as an area determined by
historical stratifications of cultural and natural values
that include not only the historic center but a broader
urban context. In this context, abandoned buildings, not
yet rehabilitated, are the only ones that hold the power
of memory and characterization of urban space. The
redevelopment of these areas could be summarized with
a slogan: memory of the ancient for a community of the
future.

The research proposes a case study on the topic of
rehabilitation that expresses the full value of old buildings.
Abandonment, transformations, and misuse make a
perfect case study for proposing a rehabilitation project
based on an in-depth documentary phase (investigation,
historical research, potential analysis, regulatory tools)
followed by a valorization project. The case study is the
productive part of the Platamone Castle in Rosolini, a
building constructed in 1606 and around which the city
was born in 1673.

This research mediates between the needs of the actors
involved and the solution needed by the community,
proposing an urban, social and economic model, capable
of activating changes that attract young people, tourists,
and new residents.

The goal is to delve deeper into the project’s components,
which are sensitive to past values and future reference
elements, and to systematize the dynamics and rules of a
place with characteristics so specifically that they cannot
be standardized and classified.
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More Ethics, Less Aesthetics: Event-Architecture as
Living Heritage in a South African Village

By reading territory as an ever-unfolding palimpsest, this
paper examines how a small architectural and social
intervention can challenge ‘freeze-frame’ conservation
approaches, showing how the design process can
unfold various historic socio-spatial layers inscribed in
the townscape. Often described as a “Victorian village”,
McGregor in the Western Cape of South Africa, has been
shaped by conservation regimes that stabilise selected
aesthetic and spatial layers while marginalising others. As
the village undergoes rapid social recomposition through
gentrification, working-class housing, and stylised “Cape
Vernacular” insertions by new elites, we focus on a site
comprising a mid-19th century ‘platdak’ house, an irrigated
food garden and orchard, and a carefully designed new
building. We use this assemblage to argue that heritage
operates not only as memory but as governance.
Against this backdrop, the architecture is conceived not
as a finished artefact but as one more incomplete layer
within an already operative socio-economic system.
Construction, habitation, and work are understood as
intertwined acts through which architecture emerges as
event rather than form. By refusing completion, stylistic
compliance, or restoration, the project advances a “more
ethics, less aesthetics” position. In African contexts
marked by legacies of informality, scarcity, and inequality,
we propose that restraint, adaptation, and everyday use
can sustain heritage as an evolving, lived condition.
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Nautical Heritage, Research and Training.
Dynamic Connections between Memory and Future

Aligned with the concept of “the future as an eternal
present’, Nautical Heritage represents a repository
of knowledge, design practices, vessels’stories, and
technologies that require active engagement with
contemporary design processes to redefine the present
and shape the future of a globally recognized Made in
Italy identity.

This paper proposes a hybrid model that integrates
academic research and educational experimentation,
combining tradition and innovation through a Design
Thinking-oriented approach to enhance both the recovery
and valorisation of historical assets and the evolution of
design processes.

The model incorporates historical analysis, graphic
reconstruction of artifacts, and the applications of digital
technologies — such as 3D modelling and reverse
engineering — as advanced tools for interpreting and
restoring Nautical Heritage within real shipyard contexts.
Grounded in the principle of “learning by doing,” the
method ensures direct interaction with professional
environments and production processes.

The discussion focuses on research activities and
practical experiences that advance studies on Nautical
Heritage as both a cultural phenomenon and a catalyst
for innovative training.

The expected outcome is the development of an
operational framework that transforms Nautical Heritage
into an active resource for research and design, fostering
dynamic connections between memory and future to
strengthen professional skills and support shipbuilding
industries.
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The Walls of Rome: from boundary to public space
for interaction

The walls of Rome have always been structural and
characteristic elements of historical urban landscape.
They have undergone various phases of urban
transformation and today can serve as an example for
analysing processes of transformation of cultural heritage
from obsolete historical infrastructure to public spaces
that define a new identity for contemporary cities.
Research offers critical reflection on strategies for
regenerating the walls and their urban contexts and on their
role in terms of public space. The methodology follows an
integrated approach that combines documentary analysis,
critical survey of urban contexts and comparative study of
different forms of use and enjoyment. The investigation
starts from the identification of wall sections in relation to
urban fabrics and the functions they perform, proposing
implemented accessibility and integration strategies. The
walls, understood as a continuous linear infrastructure,
take on different roles depending on the contexts they
cross, creating a network of relationships between
historical artefacts, monumental features and diverse
landscape contexts, generating new practices of collective
use and accessibility.

The research highlights the importance of integrated
approaches to enhancement that go beyond the logic
of static conservation, promoting dynamic forms of
relationship between artefact, community and territory.
The case of Rome offers methodological indications
applicable to other contexts, demonstrating how cultural
heritage can take on new meanings and functions while
maintaining its historical identity and contributing to the

construction of the contemporary city. -
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Colorful facades and urban landscapes. The case
of Burano Island

The external facades of buildings in historic centers, when
featuring colored surfaces, possess significant historical
and artistic value that contributes to defining the identity
of the streetscapes they face. This is particularly evident
when vibrant, multicolored facades are juxtaposed in
continuous sequences, forming integral components of
the urban fabric. Sequences of colored facades generate
cultural landscapes arising from the interplay between
nature, urban space, and environmental context.

A prominent example is the historic center of Burano,
an island in the Venetian Lagoon renowned for its
compact urban system consisting of houses made with
brightly colored external plaster. The settlement pattern
is characterized by contiguous low-rise houses, typically
two or three stories high, with pitched roofs and square
or rectangular fronts. These multicolored facades create
a distinctive visual rhythm along the canals, contributing
to the island’s unique identity as one of the world’s most
colorful places.

To contribute to the valorization and protection of the
cultural identity of these island dwellings and their
waterfront facades — observable while walking along
the narrow canals that border them — a representative
facade was selected for detailed study. Investigations
focused particularly on the colored surfaces, regarded
as essential “components of the landscape” due to their
role in defining the place’s overall identity. This research
aims to provide a scientific basis for the conservation and
enhancement of Burano’s chromatic heritage.
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Less is More in Heritage Documentation: Monocular
Depth Estimation Applied to Archival Images of
African Built Heritage

Photographic archives are a widespread yet underused
resource for documenting African built heritage. Despite
advances in foundation models enabling spatial
understanding from images, their application to archival
photographs, especially where direct survey is unfeasible,
remains limited. This paper proposes a minimal, resource-
light workflow for extracting spatial information from
single archival images via monocular depth estimation,
operating entirely in 2D.

The method requires no fieldwork, metric references or
3D reconstruction. From one image, it generates depth
maps, gradient magnitude maps, curvature maps, and
horizontal depth profiles, interpreted as alternative
forms of architectural documentation. These outputs are
non-metric and intended to complement, not replace,
traditional surveys, particularly where none are possible.
The approach is tested on seven archival photographs
representing diverse African heritage, including
vernacular earthen architecture, pre-colonial ruins and
circular typologies. An automated evaluation based
on depth statistics measures performance across five
criteria: depth separation, overhang legibility, foreground-
background distinction, occlusion robustness, and
geometric coherence.

By treating the depth map as an autonomous
graphic artifact, the study contributes to architectural
representation and digital heritage. Its minimalism, one
image, one model, zero instruments, demonstrates how
meaningful spatial knowledge can emerge from limited
resources in data-scarce contexts.
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The Continuity of Heritage

Dwelling is originally constituted as a relationship between
movement and pause. Within this horizon, the reference
to Africa, understood as the place of the earliest human
migrations, evokes a primary condition in which walking
is not an exceptional event, but a constitutive mode of
existence. Major historical routes and past infrastructures
can thus be interpreted as long-lasting devices through
which heritage is defined by use and transformation. In this
framework, architecture emerges foremost as a response
to the need for protection and hospitality, assuming a
mediating role between permanence and change. The
reuse of disused architecture is fully embedded within
this temporal continuity and cannot be reduced to mere
functional adaptation. Rather, it takes the form of a critical
act of value recognition, grounded in the awareness that
design always intervenes upon a time already written.
As Amedeo Bellini states, “to restore an object [...] is an
act that signifies the recognition of a value and the will
to preserve its experience for the future.” This implies
the rejection of any action that arbitrarily interrupts the
historical continuity of the work, since, as Marco Dezzi
Bardeschi reminds us, “eliminating even a single link in
the chain of development means losing the knowledge
and awareness of past life.” Reuse thus emerges as a
practice of continuity, in which design assumes time as
its very material.
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Surveying the Urban Walls of Marrakech. Drawing
and photography for the fruition and enhancement
of the historical heritage

The contribution proposes some results of a
multidisciplinary and integrated investigation concerning
the “Monitoring of the Urban Walls of Marrakech”.

The research is part of a collaboration agreement between
Italian University and the Ecole Nationale d’Architecture
de Marrakech.

The aim of the research is to define methodologies for
the knowledge, documentation, conservation, valorization
and sustainability of the historical and architectural
heritage of the complex defense system of the Medina of
Marrakech, a Unesco World Heritage Site.

It proposes the project of integrated surveying, as an
open system of knowledge, referred to an invaluable
environmental and cultural architectural heritage, in the
complexity of its interrelationships with the urban context.
The methodological approach is based on the interaction
of the disciplines of Representation — Design, Project,
History and Survey — through the multimodal potential of
Photography, understood as a transdisciplinary modality
for the reading, analysis and representation of the existing
in its material and immaterial qualities, in its cultural
dynamics and in its processes, whether analog or digital.
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Drawing Heritage in transformation: survey and
representation as mediation between memory and
innovation

In the contemporary debate on World Heritage, there
is an increasing urgency to overcome a static and
purely conservation-oriented view of the built legacy,
acknowledging its nature as a dynamic system in
constant transformation. Within this perspective, the
present contribution investigates the role of architectural
drawing and surveying as fundamental tools for mediating
between memory and innovation.

Far from being neutral or merely descriptive practices,
surveying and representation are understood here as
interpretative acts, capable of revealing the stratified
complexity of heritage and consciously guiding its future
transformations. Through drawing, heritage is questioned,
selected, and narrated, becoming an active structure of
knowledge that informs both conservation and design.
The paper proposes a theoretical and methodological
reflection on architectural surveying in World Heritage
contexts, highlighting how practices of documentation,
analysis, and representation can evolve from tools for
recording the past into critical devices for the present. In
this sense, drawing is configured as a space of mediation
between different temporalities, able to connect built
memory, contemporary interpretation, and future visions.
The aim is to reaffirm the role of architectural drawing
and surveying as central practices in the construction of
a living heritage—one that is knowable and capable of
being responsibly transformed.
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Multiscale Documentation and Programmed Con-
servation for the Walls of Marrakesh historical
heritage

The protection, conservation and enhancement of the
architectural and cultural heritage of the Marrakesh Walls
require a multidisciplinary approach that combines metric
precision and qualitative analysis.

The research concerning the “Monitoring of the Urban
Walls of Marrakesh” is part of a collaboration agreement
between ltalian University and the Ecole Nationale
d’Architecture de Marrakesh.

For this complex urban context, the study proposes
a survey model in which the integration of direct and
instrumental methodologies is aimed at preparing a
long-term project that allows for the conservation and
management of this heritage.

The use of simplifies photogrammetry, which can also
be implemented using mobile devices and processed
with open-source software, offers a versatile solution for
generating accurate interpretative models of reality.

The surveying process involves different phases: the
preliminary project of the operational phases; the
collection of analytical, metric, and qualitative data
and their interpretation; the construction of the model;
and, finally, the thematic processing of the various
representations that highlight the intangible aspects in
relation to the environment and the urban context.

Due to its size, this defensive system of over 14 km
requires analysis and management methodologies that
are easy to learn, quick, and low-cost. This methodological
approach allows for the construction of an easily
manageable database for the adequate management and
maintenance over time of this vast cultural heritage.
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The past shapes the future: can Cultural Heritage
boost confidence?

Despite the widespread consensus that conveying cultural
heritage mainly serves to increase knowledge, the ICOM
definition of a Museum from 2022 (that can be adapted
to heritage that lies outside museums) also mentions the
interpretation and reflection as fundamental processes in
the “transformative” relationship with heritage.

Some time ago, Europe highlighted the link of Cultural
Heritage to the future, pointing to the boost in confidence
(in a world undergoing continuous and dramatic
transformation) as a result of encountering heritage.

The paper illustrates a project, funded under the Horizon
Europe program and based on previous experimentations,
explicitly aimed at “measuring” the effect of heritage on the
public from both a neurophysiological and cognitive point
of view. Thanks to the collaboration with three different
European museums dealing with archaeological heritage
(the Egyptian Museum in Turin, the MAC in Barcelona and
the Muséoparc in Alésia), the research team is monitoring
visitors’ reactions to cultural stimuli and verifying their
effect on confidence about individual and collective future.
In the second phase, the project aims to verify the effects
of different communication approaches and collective co-
creation, in a process that is no longer passive.

The paper describes the first results and the tentative
conclusions, and indicates directions to consolidate the
natural relationship between the heritage of the past and
the vision of the future.
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Towards the Future Through Africa. Experimental
Pragmatism in the Sudano-Shael: the Fass School
and Teacher’s Residence, Sinthian

Africa features in all of today’s major debates, and
territory becomes a necessary lens through which these
transformations can be monitored. It is a territory that is
half urban and half rural from the standpoint of where the
population is located, yet it is also the least urbanised
continent which, at the same time, registers the highest
rates of urban growth ever recorded to date in other
countries.

There are thus two parallel and complementary Africas:
urban Africa and rural Africa. In this frame, the present
paper focuses on the rural realm through a close reading
of the Fass School and Teacher’s Residence in Sinthian,
a village in the Tambacounda area of south-eastern
Senegal. Realised in collaboration with the non-profit
organisation Le Korsa and designed pro bono by Toshiko
Mori, the project mobilises local materials and indigenous
building expertise, shared by local artisans and builders,
allowing experimentalism to coexist with pragmatism and
traditionalism.

The settlements of the Sudano-Sahelian belt are
increasingly exposed to intensifying climatic extremes,
and it is from such contexts that transferable architectural
and environmental propositions may emerge, capable
of informing effective responses to challenges that will,
sooner or later, concern the planet as a whole. In this
sense, Plinio il Vecchio aphorism Ex Africa semper aliquid
novi, offered in the Naturalis Historia, acquires renewed
pertinence: two millennia on, this maxim seems more
than ever timely, since the future still seems, once again,
to pass decisively through Africa.
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Designing Continuity. Architecture and Urban Plan-
ning in the Governance of Transformation

Assuming time as a non-linear dimension in which
past and future coexist within an eternal present, an
interpretation that finds an emblematic reference in T. S.
Eliot’s Four Quartets, this contribution advances a critical
reflection on the role of architecture and urban planning as
practices of mediation between memory and innovation.
Departing from the concept of the “irredeemability” of
time, understood as that which cannot be redeemed
but only inhabited, the city is interpreted as the locus in
which architecture settles into the permanence of tangible
memory, rendering the present the true operative field of
transformation.

Within  this perspective, the dichotomy between
architecture and the city is configured as a reversible
relationship:  individual  architectural works, as
expressions of contingent impulses toward innovation,
are progressively absorbed into the urban palimpsest,
contributing to a continuity that metabolizes past and
future within the everyday life of public and private spaces.
This vision critically recalls the thought of Aldo Rossi,
particularly his reflection on the relationship between
architecture and the city as a permanent and collective
structure of memory.

Urban planning thus emerges not as a merely regulatory
instrument, but as a critical dispositif capable of governing
transformations without claiming to redeem time, instead
embracing its complexity and orienting it toward shared,
durable outcomes aimed at a collective dimension of
inhabiting territories.
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From an Exclusive Future to an Inclusive Reality:
The Skopje City Wall and the post-earthquake
reconstruction of the Central Area of Skopje (1963-
2026)

During the 1960s, in the context of Skopje’s post-
earthquake reconstruction, Kenzo Tange proposed a
new urban structure for the city’s central area: the City
Wall and the City Gate. Accepted as the backbone of the
reconstruction plan, this concept envisioned an exclusive
model of the city’s future. Over time, however, it became
a permanent present. Initially conceived as a distinct
structure separated from the existing urban texture —
shaping it while simultaneously excluding it — it evolved
into a generator of multiple coexisting urban models.
Along the ring of the City Wall, the in between zone, once
planned as a tabula ras, an empty site without physical,
historical, or programmatic traces gradually transformed
into an area of unexpected layers and juxtapositions.
Buildings from the early twentieth century, the
modernization period of the 1950s, and the transitional
period coexist within this space. While the City Wall
represented an explicit modernist vision of the 1960s, the
in-between zone has become the defining urban reality of
Skopje in the early 21st century.

Consequently, the city shifts from an exclusive, singular
model toward a fragmented and inclusive urban condition.
This research documents these post-earthquake
transformations, identifies specific typomorphological
situations, and proposes a methodological framework for
interpreting the city’s complex contemporary realities.
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Territorial Synergies in Conservation: A Spatial and
Functional Taxonomy of OECMs

The challenges posed by biodiversity loss require
increasingly inclusive and spatially integrated approaches
(IPBES, 2019), particularly in contexts marked by high
ecosystem fragmentation and widespread human
pressures. In this scenario, new forms of nature
conservation are emerging globally alongside traditional
models, most notably Protected Areas. Among these,
Other Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures
(OECMSs) have gained prominence as an innovative and
complementary instrument for achieving international
targets, including the 30x30 goal of the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework.

Building on this framework, the paper examines OECMs
as emerging forms of conservation at a global scale,
investigating their role within contemporary territorial
and institutional systems. The objective is to interpret,
from a geographical and functional perspective, the
evolving relationship between OECMs and traditionally
established Protected Areas, with particular attention to
spatial complementarities, functional interdependencies
and emerging cooperative dynamics.

The analysis draws on a comparative exploration of
OECMs across different geographical and institutional
contexts — North America, Africa and South-East
Asia — in order to highlight how these instruments are
interpreted, implemented and integrated within their
respective conservation systems.
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Ethnographic Insights from Lagos Mediterranean/
African culture

This article examines processes of cultural valorization
in the Lagos territory, Algarve (Portugal), focusing on
the interaction between territorial characteristics, cultural
production, and sustainability in a context shaped
by tourism expansion and gentrification. Positioned
within debates on cultural sustainability and heritage
governance, the study analyzes how tangible and
intangible cultural expressions are transformed under the
socio-economic pressures of global tourism.

Using a cultural-analytical framework grounded in
ethnographic and ethnological methodologies, the
research draws on fieldwork, qualitative interviews, and
the analysis of local cultural practices to explore how
heritage is produced, mediated, and contested by local
actors. Particular attention is given to the differentiated
impacts of tourism on tangible heritage and intangible
cultural practices, the latter proving especially vulnerable
to commodification and re-signification.

The findings indicate that while heritage valorization can
enhance economic sustainability and territorial visibility,
it also contributes to processes of cultural simplification,
social displacement, and the erosion of locally embedded
meanings. The article argues that sustainable cultural
development in Lagos requires approaches that recognize
heritage as a dynamic, community-based process rather
than a static economic resource, contributing to broader
discussions on territory, gentrification, and cultural policy
in tourist regions.
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Reflection on cultural heritage as a responsibility
fowards society

Since Le Vie dei Mercanti XVIl in 2019, we have been
demonstrating the value of scientific visualisations of precise,
yet uncertain hypotheses, which, thanks to their high degree
of clarity, act as catalysts for research but can also be used
to educate the general public, using a variety of project
examples. This contribution for 2026 exemplifies a medieval
castle in Luxembourg that has undergone numerous
alterations, some of which can be traced through historical
illustrations. Asis usual in historical representations, these are
not strictly precise in a geometric sense, but rather represent
a fund of memory that can be attributed to the current
findings. Digital methods allow this uncertain information to
be cross-referenced with digital measurements of the current
state, including terrain formations that have been subject to
changes such as landslides, resulting in a balanced picture
that takes all uncertain factors into account. Although not
entirely clear, despite digitalisation, and in principle not
resolvable according to current standards of knowledge, the
innovation here again lies in the method of making these
ambiguities clearly visible and placing them on an equal
footing with any sharp state of knowledge. The content of
the balance is always the relationship between knowledge
and interpretation and thus the public responsibility for
the cultural landscape, the willingness to openly reflect
on our environment and the social responsibility for our
cultural heritage. Through critical reflection, which arises
precisely from the explicit rejection of presumed certainties,
this essentially archaeological process contributes to the
inclusive dimension of cultural heritage in global society. It
thus binds the past, the present and the future together into
an integral whole, with uncertainties in all directions.
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Interior yacht design as living heritage: shaping
identity between past, present, and future

Interior yacht design constitutes a field in which memory,
identity, and innovation intersect within a dynamic and
evolving system. The yacht can be understood as a
mobile cultural object, where interior design functions
as a mediating device between inherited forms,
maritime traditions, and contemporary concerns such as
sustainability, well-being, and life quality on board.

This contribution explores how identity is constructed
within interior spaces through the use of materials, light,
and the relationship with the sea, reframing the past not as
a static heritage, but as an active and generative process.
In this context, interior design assumes a narrative and
critical role, capable of fostering meaning, belonging,
and continuity between experience, memory, and design
practice.

Through a theoretical framework and the analysis of case
studies, the research presents the yacht as an identity-
rich environment where the past is reactivated rather than
merely preserved, and where the future emerges as an
eternal present of design, continuously shaped in the
present through conscious, responsible, and integrated
design practices.
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Museum and the Digital: Preliminary Reflections on
the Preservation of Living Cultural Memory

In recent decades, museums have increasingly and more
consistently engaged with the digital world. By making
use of various digital tools, they seek to actively support
the conservation and enhancement of heritage and to
preserve cultural memory. However, this drive toward
digitalization has led to a phenomenon of massive data
accumulation: the storage of a vast amount of information
that often appears to be confined to a merely passive
container. It therefore becomes increasingly urgent to
question what kind of memory is being protected: a living
memory, or one frozen in an eternal present? Although
we are all aware of the debts incurred through technology,
it is necessary to reflect critically on its use, especially
within institutions such as museums. These, in fact,
cannot be conceived as static places in which objects
are simply collected, but rather as entities in constant
motion, capable of maintaining an ongoing dialogue
with contemporaneity. In this context, this study seeks
to outline some preliminary reflections on the concept
of cultural memory within the contemporary museum
context, thereby laying the groundwork for the research
questions that scholars working in the field of digital
humanities should address.
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Living Social Crisis in the Public Historic City. The
Case of Quarticciolo

The paper reflects on the relationship between social
crisis and urban design through the case of Quarticciolo,
a historic public housing settlement in the eastern
periphery of Rome. Classified by the 2008 PRG as part
of the “Historic City” and recently affected by the Caivano
bis Decree, Quarticciolo represents a significant field for
observing contemporary urban policies. In continuity with
an approach that has progressively recognized areas of
historical interest as “living parts of the city rather than
cultural assets to be isolated” (ANCSA, 2017), the article
extends this perspective to contexts of cultural value
marked by marginality and decay, often read exclusively
as areas of social emergency.

Quarticciolo is interpreted as a paradigm of the public
historic city, where fragilities concern not only the social
dimension but also spatial, settlement-related and
relational aspects, embedded in everyday living practices
and in the configuration of public space. Within this
framework, the Caivano bis Decree is critically examined
as a device that tends to separate security, welfare and
urban transformation, reducing territorial complexity to a
matter of control.

The paper argues for the need to reposition such contexts
within a vision of integrated urban regeneration (Toledo
Declaration, 2010), in which urban planning acts as an
enabling tool for recomposition, moving beyond purely
physical interventions and engaging with relationships
and latent territorial potentials, through a heritage and
community-based approach.
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Against “mixed-race” relationships.
The criminalization of madamato in Italian East
Africa.

The history of relationships between ltaly and Africa is
marked by the colonialism that affected a significant part
of Horn of Africa since the end of the 19th century. From a
legal point of view, the establishment of colonies marked
a turning point: new relationships gave rise to original
legal formulas shaped by a combination of law, ancient
customs and long-standing traditions.

Within this framework, it's essential to consider the
madamato: a temporary relationship, more uxorio,
between a native woman from the colonies and an Italian
citizen.

Certainly, these interracial relationships were a further
way in which exploitation and colonial domination were
carried out; viewed from the mother country, they were
better than those with occasional prostitutes which could
cause sexually transmitted diseases. Nevertheless, on
April 19, 1937, the Royal decree no. 880 abolished the
practice of madamato.

Far from suggesting that the prohibition of madamato
stemmed from ethical concerns or a desire to condemn
the sexual and domestic exploitation of indigenous
women by Italian colonizers, it must be recognized that
the ban was strictly a product of Fascist racial ideology.
Instead of seeking to protect women dignity, the legislation
was driven by racial imperatives aimed at preserving
the perceived ltalian racial purity. As a result, the Royal
decree banned interracial unions and imposed the strict
separation between Italian citizens and African women.
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Structure, form, and identity: cognitive and design
references for the regeneration of the existing city

The physical fragmentation of settlement systems,
resulting from processes of metropolization, has often
erased differentiated cultural landscapes and forms
of urbanity. Within the juxtaposition of the various
settlement forms of the existing city — whether planned
or spontaneous — symbolic and perceptual relationships
between places dissolve, and with them, identity.

This condition leads to a loosening of the bonds between
community and territory, and between the citizen and
physical space.

The recomposition and re-signification of these contexts
require the re-stitching of the relationship between
physical continuity and social integration, form and
identity, through a morphological perspective that
identifies form as a trans-scalar cognitive and design
tool capable of grasping the historical-cultural and social
specificity and identity of places, as well as their heuristic
potential for liveability and habitability. This perspective
makes it possible to interpret and simultaneously
represent transformations of the spatial configurations,
modes of aggregation and stratification, relationships with
the hydro-geomorphological system, as well as social
practices and lifestyles linked to cultural references and
economic conditions.

This reflection is supported by the presentation of two
experimental studies conducted in the Roman territory,
focusing on profoundly different yet equally marginal
contexts: a consolidated urban fabric, and a peripheral
area of spontaneous and informal origin.
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Recognising the invisible: Value-Based approaches
to architectural heritage in Rwanda

In many African contexts, architectural heritage is not
defined by monumentality but by the subtle interplay
between tradition, environment, construction practices,
everyday life, and the legacies of modernity. In Rwanda,
a rich yet fragile architectural legacy persists despite
the absence of a specific legal framework for heritage
protection, making processes of recognition particularly
complex.

Between 2017 and 2020, the authors, together with
students from the University of Rwanda, developed a
tentative list of buildings for potential protection through
workshops, urban walks, public talks, and participatory
activities. This exploratory process revealed both the
potential and the structural limits of listing, especially
where shared criteria for evaluating twentieth-century and
modern architecture are still evolving.

The paper argues that a value-based approach, informed
by frameworks such as the Burra Charter, the Nara
Document, the Faro Convention, and the Madrid-Delhi
Charter, offers a critical tool for identifying intrinsic, cultural,
social, and symbolic values embedded in vernacular and
modern buildings alike. Often invisible at first glance,
these values sustain architectural cultures that are
ordinary, adaptive, and deeply rooted in community life.
Value analysis is proposed as a light, context-sensitive
strategy to support heritage recognition as a foundation
for sustainable, inclusive, and culturally grounded futures.
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Living Taino Culture: Decolonial Memory and
Indigenous Survivance in the Dominican Republic

The question of Dominican Indigenous Taino cultural
identity and legacy has long been debated within the fields
of history, anthropology, and cultural studies. Scholars such
as Lynne Guitar and Pedro Ferbel-Azcarate have called
for decolonial historiographies that challenge narratives
of Indigenous extinction and recognize Taino survivance.
Yet, limited attention has been given to how survivance
operates within contemporary Dominican cultural identity
or to the ethical implications of its marginalization. This
paper examines the persistence of Taino identity through
tangible and intangible heritage, drawing on theories of
Indigenous survivance and archival violence. Situating
these forms of heritage within the Dominican Republic’s
cultural landscape and a broader global context, |
analyze historical and contemporary case studies that
reveal missed opportunities to recognize Taino heritage
as a shared cultural good, while exposing the Dominican
state’s role in archival and institutional erasure. | argue that
denying Taino heritage perpetuates cycles of colonial and
neo-colonial domination, further complicating Dominican
identity. Ultimately, this research reframes Taino culture
as a living, enduring presence and contributes to broader
conversations on Indigenous survivance and heritage
ethics.
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Building Culture and Future.
Secondary School of Djilakh, Senegal

This proposal explores how contemporary architectural
theories and practices can contribute to the regeneration
of urban and peripheral contexts, including rural areas in
fragile territories such as Africa. The research investigates
the relationship between contemporary architecture,
design strategies, and the cultural values embedded
in specific places, through which local identities are
expressed, even when they are not immediately legible.
The study focuses on public and cultural buildings
(schools, educational facilities, museums, and cultural
centers).

The presented case study is the design of a new
secondary school in Djilakh, Senegal, developed for an
international competition launched in collaboration with a
non-profit self-construction program.

The project aims to strengthen the local community
through sustainable and collective practices, while
providing a protected and secure educational environment
for young students. The building is designed to be
constructed using simple materials and non-specialized
labor, without industrial or specialized components.
Bioclimatic principles guide the design, including natural
ventilation and rainwater harvesting, achieving near-zero
energy consumption.

The layout, based on the Golden Section, features a low
perimeter wall defining and protecting the school area.
Classrooms are conceived as autonomous and repetitive
units, organized around a central private garden for
children, with peripheral circulation for adults and smaller
internal paths for students.
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Cultural heritage and the National Recovery and
Resilience Plan (NRRP). Objectives, strategies,
outcomes

The National Recovery and Resilience Plan (NRRP),
which will expire in 2026, focuses on key assets of Italian
cultural heritage through targeted investments in seismic
safety, digitalisation, urban regeneration and innovation,
with the aim of making it more attractive, accessible
and sustainable, improving tangible and intangible
infrastructure through the promotion of a multi-level
governance model in line with the Faro Convention and
the European Framework for Cultural Heritage. Starting
from the identification of the objectives and strategies
put in place by the Plan to enhance, modernise and
promote our immense cultural heritage, this contribution
aims to highlight the results achieved, investigating
them according to a number of thematic axes such as
the safety and resilience of historical infrastructure, the
digital ecosystem and immaterial accessibility, urban
regeneration and social cohesion, green transition and
innovation, governance and socio-economic impact. In
this context, it also aims to highlight the potential and
limitations of the NRRP’s actions, both in terms of the
quality and innovativeness of the objectives achieved and
the possible lines of action that could follow the closure
of the Plan, in order to consolidate the results obtained
and transform the structural interventions into permanent
levers, raising the levels of settlement and environmental
quality, social cohesion and economic growth in the
country.
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Community Participation and the Regeneration of
Heritage Public Spaces

The paper investigates the role of local communities in
the processes of protection and regeneration of cultural
heritage within urban public spaces, understood as
dynamic places where memory, social practices, and
contemporary transformations intersect (Arendt, 1958;
Lefebvre, 1972). In a context increasingly shaped by
privatization, regulation, and conflicts of use, residents’
participation emerges as a key factor in ensuring an
active and sustainable conservation of heritage, capable
of preserving meanings, identities, and the social
functions of places (Crawford, 2008). The case of Berlin
is adopted as a paradigmatic urban laboratory, focusing
on three emblematic spaces: Park am Gleisdreieck,
Mauerpark, and Tempelhofer Feld. These cases illustrate
how post-industrial areas and disused infrastructures can
be regenerated through participatory processes, informal
uses, and inclusive governance models, becoming
collective assets deeply rooted in local communities.
The research employs an integrated methodology based
on the analysis of spatial characteristics, management
models, patterns of use, and social practices, combining
qualitative and quantitative data to interpret the
relationship between design, management, and the
social appropriation of space (Sepe, 2020). The findings
highlight how community involvement not only strengthens
the protection of cultural heritage but also contributes to
the creation of resilient, inclusive public spaces capable
of adapting over time to urban and social transformations.
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Heritage regeneration for community development
in Addis Ababa

The issue of what and how to inherit heritage continues
to be fundamental in contemporary architectural design.
Constantly in tension between demands for conservation
and processes of transformation, any redefinition of
the concept of heritage today cannot ignore the great
challenges of contemporary life: from climate change to
multi-risk conditions, from the progressive overcoming of
anthropocentric visions to the depletion of non-renewable
resources, to the growing intensification of social
disparities and inequalities, which are leading to profound
transformations in the socioeconomic and spatial models
of territories.

This issue becomes even more relevant in contexts with
limited resources, where, despite a growing awareness,
the direction of “taking care” for heritage still has
necessarily to face important socio-economic challenges.
Starting from these considerations, this contribution aims
to explore the concept of heritage and its transformation in
this situation, through a research work conducted at Addis
Ababa within the framework of an International Agreement
on the Ethiopian case study, focused on this particular city.
Here itis necessary to rethink the established categories of
heritage interpretation and urban regeneration, especially
considering the perspective from which heritage care
becomes a trigger for the development of the community
and its urban identity
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Design as Heritage Activation: Participatory
Educational Practices within the San Patrignano
Community

This paper presents | Tesori della Comunita, a
research and educational project developed through
the collaboration between the University of Genoa, the
San Patrignano Drug Rehabilitation Community, and
the designer Vito Nesta, acting as artistic director. The
initiative explored the potential of design as a tool for
activating cultural heritage through participatory and
socially engaged practices.

The project involved third-year students of Product
and Communication Design in an immersive workshop
conducted within the San Patrignano facilities. Students
worked in collaborative groups, interacting directly with
the community’s wallpaper production laboratories and
tutors, with the aim of developing concept proposals for
new capsule wallpaper collections inspired by the material
and intangible heritage embedded in the community’s
productive and educational environment.

Through a research-by-design methodology, the
workshop fostered knowledge exchange between
academic education, professional design practice, and
community-based craftsmanship. The outcomes highlight
how decorative design can operate as a medium for
heritage reinterpretation, while simultaneously promoting
social inclusion and educational innovation. The study
proposes design as a heritage-making process capable
of connecting cultural memory, contemporary creativity,
and socially responsible production models.
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Designing Sustainability in Heritage Conservation:
A CAM-Based Feasibility Framework

The paper proposes a critical reflection on the conscious
management of architectural heritage restoration,
focusing on the integration of conservation principles with
environmental sustainability. In particular, it examines the
role of the technical and economic feasibility project as a
strategic tool capable of guiding design choices toward
quality, compatibility, and environmental responsibility.
The reference framework is represented by the Minimum
Environmental Criteria (CAM) for construction, established
by the Italian Ministry for Ecological Transition Decree of
June 23, 2022, which introduces stringent requirements
concerning life-cycle assessment of materials, energy
efficiency, impact reduction, and resource management.
Through an interdisciplinary approach, the contribution
highlights how the application of CAM to restoration
should not be understood as a mere regulatory obligation,
but rather as an opportunity to rethink intervention
practices on historic buildings. The project thus becomes
a tool for knowledge and synthesis, able to combine
conservation, technological innovation, and sustainability,
while respecting the material and cultural specificities
of heritage assets. Particular attention is given to
evaluation methodologies and operational tools that allow
the translation of CAM principles into concrete design
solutions, promoting a systemic vision of restoration.
In this context, conscious management is defined as
an informed decision-making process, oriented toward
durability, reversibility of interventions, and reduction of
environmental impact, contributing to the definition of new
paradigms for the conservation of architectural heritage.
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Cultural Heritage and Urban Regeneration. Towards
Integrated and Experimental Perspectives

The EU places cultural heritage at the heart of member
states’ strategies through policies that, in alignment
with the European Agenda, integrate the protection and
enhancement of tangible and intangible assets with
initiatives in education, environmental sustainability,
climate action, and digitalization. A conception of heritage
that, over the past 50 years, has widened beyond
conventional typological, chronological, geographical,
legal definitions, and that today addresses global
challenges related to economic crises and climate
change.

In line with the structural, territorial, integrated nature of
urbanregeneration, and with a comprehensive perspective
on heritage that emphasizes the centrality of design for its
protection and enhancement, the paper aims to contribute
to the debate, supporting the reflection through case
studies, by highlighting the need for convergence among
all policies related to territorial government, prioritizing
the enhancement and networking of common identity
assets as a foundation for reconstructing the public city,
improving urban quality, fostering the collective use of
spaces.

The emerging urban challenges underscore the urgency
of implementing policies, strategies and tools that offer
integrated solutions for environmental regeneration,
social revitalization, cultural and economic valorization.
This approach supports the creation of a new urban
welfare, with the public city as a reference framework that
embodies cultural identity and serves as an instrument for
reconnecting physical continuity with social integration,
as well as formal specificity with cultural identity.
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Architecture as Living Heritage: Africa and the
Paradigm of “Less is More”

African built heritage stands as an exemplary model of
harmony between form, function, and sustainability.
In line with the theme World Heritage and Africa: Less
is More, this paper explores vernacular architecture as
a root of design innovation and as a guide for urban
planning capable of integrating resources, climate, and
local identities. The “less is more” principle becomes
both an ethical and technical key to redefining materials,
technologies, and community processes within a circular
economy based on balance and simplicity.

A significant example is the sustainable orphanage in
Dialakoroba (Mali), designed by F8 Architecture, which
reinterprets traditional banco construction systems and
the spatial patterns of sub-Saharan villages to achieve
environmental comfort and social cohesion with minimal
means. The large central courtyard promotes ventilation
and community interaction, while double roofs and natural
fiber screens ensure thermal comfort without energy-
intensive technologies.

Through this case, Africa emerges as a design laboratory
for the future — a place where built memory becomes
a matrix of innovation. African architecture, reinterpreted
through the paradigm of “Less is More,” offers an integrated
and inclusive vision of heritage as a living organism,
capable of inspiring sustainable and responsible urban
models on a global scale.
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Designing the future, measuring the present: the
new ways of representation in the age of artificial
intelligence

Since 2000, the surveying sector has undergone
an extraordinary evolution thanks to increasingly
sophisticated sensors, capable of acquiring spatial
data quickly and with high precision. Range-based
technologies have enormously expanded the possibilities
of survey, generating complex information flows that
require advanced processing, interpretation and restitution
methodologies. Al is configured as an epistemological
and operational device capable of governing the growing
density of data, introducing semi-automatic analysis
procedures, semantic classifications and predictive
approaches. However, while data acquisition and
processing have reached a consolidated technological
maturity, the field of representation remains anchored
to deterministic logics typical of assisted digital design,
where the role of human intervention remains central.
The article aims to critically question the integration of
Al into representation processes, exploring theoretical,
methodological and epistemological implications of
a possible “automatic design”. It's hypothesized that
an algorithmic graphic restitution deriving from data
can redefine the relationship between survey and
representation, data and critical interpretation. In this
perspective, Al would no longer be just a support tool,
but a co-authorial agent of the figurative process, capable
of mediating between information complexity and formal
synthesis, opening up to a profound revision of the very
categories of drawing and spatial knowledge.
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The Village as a Generative Cell: Water, Knowledge,
and Territorial Resilience in Insular Africa

InsularAfrican village systems represent complex territorial
structures in which architecture, environment, economy,
and social organization converge within adaptive and
interconnected processes. Far from being residual or
static realities, these contexts reveal forms of territorial
intelligence grounded in the optimization of available
resources, the transmission of local knowledge, and the
integration between natural systems and built space. In
such conditions, water assumes a central role not only
as a primary resource, but also as a spatial structuring
principle capable of influencing settlement morphology,
productive activities, and microclimatic regulation.

Within the context of Zanzibar, and particularly in the
village of Kinyasini, the village emerges as a generative
cell in which local practices, vernacular architectures,
and shared forms of learning contribute to processes of
resilience and sustainable transformation. The interaction
among knowledge transmission, resource management,
and territorial connectivity enables the transition from
isolated local systems toward dynamic networked
configurations, strengthening adaptive capacity without
compromising local identity.

Sustainability therefore emerges not through the
introduction of exogenous models, but through the
reorganization and enhancement of local resources,
practices, and relationships, offering potentially
transferable strategies for contemporary territorial
development.
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The Earth as Future: The Keré Model Between
Tradition and Sustainable Innovation

Francis Kéré’s architecture in Burkina Faso reveals
how vernacular intelligence can evolve into a catalyst
for sustainable progress and collective empowerment.
The Gando Primary School, conceived and built with
the participation of local inhabitants, uses compressed
earth blocks, shaded courtyards and passive cooling
systems to respond to climate, scarcity and social
aspiration. This research interprets Gando as a prototype
of circular economy and knowledge co-production,
where building becomes an educational act rooted in
local identity. Through the combination of ancestral
techniques and innovative construction logic, the project
translates the principle “Less is More” into a concrete
ethics of responsibility. The study investigates how the
community-based process strengthens environmental
awareness, supports biodiversity and stimulates training
initiatives for younger generations. In this perspective,
African heritage emerges as a living organism able to
regenerate culture and propose a universal path toward
balanced, inclusive and sustainable futures.
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Permanence and Transformation in the Baixa
Pombalina (Lisbon): A Multicriteria Methodology for
Heritage Rehabilitation

This study proposes a structured multicriteria
methodology to support architectural rehabilitation in
historic urban centres by mediating between permanence
and transformation. Although heritage values have long
been discussed in conservation theory, their translation
into practical assessment tools remains a methodological
challenge in contemporary practice.

The proposed framework organises heritage values within
a coherent evaluation matrix, operationalised through a
structured assessment sheet. By combining qualitative
interpretation with a five-level grading system, the model
supports the structured articulation of values and the
formulation of consistent rehabilitation recommendations.
The methodology is applied to a case study in the Baixa
Pombalina, Lisbon’s eighteenth-century reconstructed
downtown, to test its coherence and practical clarity. The
study demonstrates that structured value assessment can
operate as an effective mediating tool between inherited
heritage significance and contemporary adaptation,
providing a transparent basis for informed rehabilitation
decisions.
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Searching for the spatial commons of human rituals,
existence and evolution in times: what do we convey
to the future?

Pallasmaa argues that we create our living environments
detached from existential meanings, and are undergoing
a progressive Dehumanization of Architecture. We
are adding more and more technical knowledge to our
expertise but first we need to establish or re-establish
the fundamentals of human tasks, needs and cultural
meanings. The importance of exploring the evolution of
existential meanings of building traditions, and cultural
landscapes in times stands at this point. In returning to the
origins of architectural experience, sacred space appears
as the first and most fundamental spatial manifestation.
While its formal expressions evolve across epochs,
persistent human constants remain — above all, the need
to externalize inner experience and existential meaning
through space. This paper explores the evolution of the
spatial principles and archetypal qualities of sacred space
— the earliest space shaped by human intention — through
to the present.



ID 056

Zomorrouda REDOUANE

DADI,

University of Campania
Luigi Vanvitelli,
Aversa, Italy

Antonetta NAPOLITANO

DADI,

University of Campania
Luigi Vanvitelli,
Aversa, Iltaly

Claudia DE BIASE

DADI,

University of Campania
Luigi Vanvitelli,
Aversa, Italy

World Heritage and Africa: Less is More
World Heritage and Future as an Eternal Present
XXIV International Forum Le Vie dei Mercanti

Between  Governance and  Community-Led
Vernacular Development: The Case of Ksar Tafilelt

In the contemporary era of rapid technological
development, many regions continue to adopt
development approaches rooted in local knowledge,
cultural traditions, and community capacities. These
contexts show that sustainability does not necessarily rely
on advanced technologies but can emerge from locally
adapted practices integrating environmental awareness,
social organization, and cultural heritage,this study shows
different perspectives of vernacular practices . Ksar
Tafilelt Tajdit in Ghardaia, Algeria, represents a notable
example of community-led vernacular development within
a Saharan oasis environment. Initiated by the Mozabite
Ibadi community through the Amidoul Foundation
and based on touiza (collective labor), the project
ensured strong community participation in planning and
construction. This study highlights also as Ksar Tafilelt as a
vernacular model while offering a different perspective on
how vernacular practices can contribute to contemporary
sustainable development.
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Adaptive Modernities: Climate, Materials and
Architectural Experimentation Across Peripheral
Territories

This paper investigates the architectural experimentation
developed in peripheral territories during the

twentieth century, focusing on Italian colonial settlements
in Africa and their relationship with

Mediterranean architectural culture. In these contexts,
characterised by climatic constraints, limited

resources and rapid territorial transformation, modern
architecture could not simply reproduce

metropolitan models but had to adapt to specific
environmental and material conditions. Through a
historiographical analysis of architectural debate,
construction techniques and settlement practices,

the study highlights how architects experimented with
passive climatic strategies, lightweight

construction systems and locally available materials. The
colonial territories thus functioned as

laboratories of design innovation in which scarcity and
environmental constraints generated essential

and adaptive architectural solutions. The paper argues
that these experiences can be interpreted as

forms of adaptive modernity, where modern architectural
principles were re-elaborated through

environmental responsiveness and rational resource
management. Reconsidering these architectures

as part of a living heritage offers useful insights for
contemporary sustainability strategies and for a

renewed understanding of twentieth-century architectural
heritage in peripheral territories.
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Urban metabolism and the energy transition: from
sectoral planning to the energy susceptibility of
urban fabric

The contribution explores the complex and historically
unresolved relationship between spatial planning and
the dynamics of urban energy metabolism, highlighting
the urgent need for a radical epistemological and
methodological paradigm shift within the urban planning
discipline. Historically relegated to a merely technological
dimension or to sectoral programming devoid of real
spatial stringency, energy must today be conceptualised
as an intrinsic ordering principle of urban form. The essay
introduces and problematises the theoretical construct of
the energy susceptibility of settlement fabrics, understood
as the differentiated aptitude of urban morphology to
dictate specific energy needs, host site-specific renewable
potential and facilitate the local sharing of resources.
In light of the recent European and lItalian regulatory
frameworks on Renewable Energy Communities (RECs)
and widespread self-consumption, energy infrastructure
assumes a profound territorial and social value. RECs,
rigidly delimited around the catchment areas of primary
substations, cease to be mere economic incentive
mechanisms to transform into structural devices for urban
regeneration. Through the critical analysis of advanced
methodological experiences and the prospective
integration of Geographic Information Systems (GIS), it
is demonstrated how the energy transition must translate
into a performance-based zoning integrated into General
Urban Plans. This paradigm is capable of synergistically
driving decarbonisation, mitigating energy poverty and
improving the quality of the built environment.
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The Image as a Construction Site: Shared Narratives
in Photography and Documentary Film

The integration of visual practices creates mechanisms for
governance and protection by overcoming the dichotomy
between documentation and design. Aligning with the
vision of heritage as an “atlas of knowledge,” and through
a comparative analysis of selected case studies, this
paper demonstrates that visual representation is a social
infrastructure capable of supporting design requirements.
Itis a global resource for mapping assets and transforming
historical legacy into a living asset for e-learning and
sustainable planning. We propose a methodological
approach that considers shared visual representation of
the territory as a global heritage. The goal is to support
a responsible, ethical, and inclusive management of the
contemporary landscape in evolutionary continuity with
documented evidence, while emphasizing the power and
necessity of independent research.
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Between production and devotion: rural architecture
and landscape transformations in the Caserta
territory and in the Ager Nolanus

The contribution analyzes the agrarian landscape of
the Caserta hinterland as the outcome of a complex
historical and cultural stratification, readable through rural
architecture. Between the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, a form of “learned” rural architecture emerges,
expressing a solid agrarian entrepreneurship capable
of combining productive and representative functions
through models derived from urban architecture.
Farmsteads, often organized according to the courtyard
typology, take shape as self-sufficient organisms, enriched
with decorative and defensive elements. An emblematic
case is Masseria Monti in Maddaloni, characterized by a
fortified layout, a dovecote tower, and refined elements
attributable to Vanvitellian culture, now in a state of
decay. The contribution also examines the rural chapels
of the Ager Nolanus, with particular reference to that of
San Francesco in Cimitile, a testimony to the connection
between worship, agricultural production, and the land
reclamation works of the Regi Lagni in the seventeenth
century.
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The Kasbah of Mehdya (Morocco): integrated
knowledge, preventive conservation and enhance-
ment within the MAECI Morocco project

The Kasbah of Mehdya, located at the mouth of the
Sebou River on the Atlantic coast of Morocco, represents
a significant example of interaction between natural
environment, construction techniques, and community
life. Inserted into a dynamic landscape of ocean, river,
and dunes, it reflects a long-term adaptation of settlement
and defensive strategies to climate, resources, and local
geomorphology (Fig. 7). Developed within the framework
of the MAECI Morocco project in collaboration with the
International University of Rabat, the research adopts
an interdisciplinary approach that integrates landscape
analysis, archaeology of architecture, material sciences,
geomatics, and digital modeling. Through 3D surveys,
stratigraphic analysis, HBIM-GIS integration, and semantic
ontologies, the study reconstructs the evolution of the
site and identifies its main conservation vulnerabilities.
Shaped by the Almohad, Spanish, and Alaouite phases,
the kasbah does not impose itself on the landscape but,
interpreted as a fortified cultural landscape, reveals a
system in which architecture, environment, and social
practices are deeply interconnected. The final objective
of the project is the creation of the “Archaeological &
Cultural Landscape Park of Mehdya,” understood not as a
simple monumental enclosure, but as a lived, usable, and
community-shared cultural space, in which preventive
conservation, climate risk management, and sustainable
enhancement concur in defining an integrated strategy.
In this perspective, Mehdya offers a significant model
of measured use of resources and adaptive knowledge,
providing significant references for the contemporary
management of heritage and for forms of sustainable
development.
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The Memory Project

The perspective of World Heritage as a dynamic system is
essential to transcend the static vision of cultural heritage
and embrace that of a living organism that evolves together
with community and society.This article analyzes the
dialectical relationship between the ancient city of Pompeii
and the modern context, with reference to the immaterial
culture of the “territories of memory”, where two historical
realities coexist and the archaeological and landscape
heritage overlap with the contemporary city. It aims to
investigate how to respect these “territories of memory”
by integrating them with new functional and social needs.
The objective is to propose an organic development
with a natural and continuous proliferation of synergies
between past and present, where the question arises first
and foremost in overcoming the dichotomy of antithesis
between two worlds, between static conservation and
urban development, attempting a synthesis that considers
Pompeii as a dynamic archaeological landscape and an
integrated cultural infrastructure.A role is also delegated
to digital technologies which can be used as a cultural
mediator between historical memory and contemporary
innovation.The proposal is oriented in a second phase
towards the implementation of a Digital Twin (HBIM) as
a proactive tool for predictive maintenance and advanced
e-learning, transforming archaeological data into a shared
social heritage, through citizen science initiatives.The
paper demonstrates how a holistic approach and recovery
of historical memory with the correctly proportioned help
of technology can be an aid in correctly perceiving the
relationship between these two worlds and be supportive
of the promotion of a resilient cultural landscape that can
also improve public health and the involvement of the
local community.
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Stress State History and Stability Analysis of the
Herculaneum Archaeological Excavation Fronts

Italian cultural heritage represents an invaluable
legacy, often located in complex geomorphological
and environmental contexts. This paper addresses the
assessment of the stability of the excavation fronts located
within the archaeological site of Herculaneum, Italy. To
this end, a two-dimensional finite element numerical
modelling was carried out, with the aim of reproducing
the current safety conditions by explicitly accounting
for the soil's memory of its previous stress history. The
study emphasizes that archaeological information
is a fundamental tool for a correct reconstruction of
the actual stress state, allowing for the simulation of
the transition from the volcanic burial (A.D. 79) to the
present archaeological exavation. The results allow for
an evaluation of the current stability conditions of the
slopes near the Villa of the Papyri, defining the role of the
historical stress path in the present equilibrium of the site.
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SIMANDOU DESIGN ACADEMY - Intercontinental
Knowledge Corridors

The proposal aims to support the educational objectives
of the Simandou 2040 Programme by fostering an
educational partnership between ltaly and Guinea.

The initiative seeks to enhance the design, creative and
technical skills of young people by nurturing professionals
who can drive the country’s economic, social and cultural
transformation.

The Simandou Design Academy with LANDesign Lab /
Unicampania will serve as a hub for the transfer of
know-how, design and innovation. Taking an integrated
approach, it will combine training, co-design and the
development of solutions applicable to the programme’s
strategic sectors.

The Simandou 2040 Programme places great importance
on developing human capital, modernising the education
system and fostering technical and professional skills that
align with the country’s evolving needs.

The proposal fits within this framework by offering:
training programmes focused on design, innovation
and sustainability; innovative teaching methodologies,
“Tandem design”, that can be adapted to local contexts;
co-design activities with communities, institutions, and
businesses; a replicable and scalable training model. The
general objectives are: to contribute to the strengthening
of the education system through advanced training
programmes. fostering the emergence of new professional
roles in the design, housing, energy and social innovation
sectors; promoting academic and cultural cooperation
between Italy and Guinea.
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Liberty \ Design as tools for mediating between
memory and innovation

The project aimed “to explore the value of memory”
concerns a Neapolitan “floral” house arranged on multiple
levels in a historic 1850s building between the waterfront
and the monumental Mergellina train station. In books
on the History of Architecture and the History of Design
in Naples (see De Fusco, Il Floreale a Napoli,1959), this
precious chapter is missing, despite its ancient, authentic
flavor. Perhaps the small scale of Art Nouveau production,
reserved for the microcosm of the home, is forgotten;
perhaps the bourgeoisie that favored it as a “form of time”
(Kubler 1976) perhaps preserved it but did not pass it on.
This is the feeling of falling in love, born of empathy, of the
need to reinstate expression in an elegant but worn, faded
(architectural) body——purifying it of contamination.The
project concerns the Form of ‘Significant’ Expression and
an appropriate Form of ‘Signified’ Content (de Saussure
F., 1900): Ceilings with floral decorations, mirrors, wood
inlays, original cement tile floors, Neapolitan yellow
tuff, red bricks, and exposed iron are the identifying
features of ‘MEA DOMUS MERGELLINA’, a structure
arranged on four levels comprising three apartments
named Centauro and Conchiglia, after the bas-reliefs on
the entrance portals. Centauro is an authentic example
of Neapolitan Floral style with gilded stucco, opposing
mirrors, overdoors painted with bucolic scenes, and an
Art Nouveau chandelier set on a cement tile mosaic.

A shell-shaped building with original exposed iron beams
and large wooden mirrors, it playfully accommodates
furniture elements: the large bed on four wheels
(wheelbarrows), the kitchenette, and the iron staircase
with wooden marbles leading to the mezzanine with a
single bed and reading nook.The upper floors house the
“winter garden,” the hanging garden, and the solarium-
belvedere.
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